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With 121 programs for nurturing startups 
now operating across North America, 
where's a young company to go?  
The 2012 Xconomy Guide to Venture 
Incubators can help you get your bearings.  
 
Xconomy’s Guide to Venture Incubators is back for its fourth year and,  
just like the innovation sector itself, it's bigger than ever. We've added 
61 new entries in the course of compiling this year's installment of the 
guide. That makes for an indispensible directory of 121 of North 
America’s top programs for nurturing early stage startups. 
 
The specifics of the programs vary, but to qualify for inclusion in the 
guide each must meet our core criteria: They must offer more than 
desks, WiFi, or technology transfer, and they must be truly focused on 
fostering entrepreneurial skills and company growth. Within these 
parameters, some programs offer funding and take equity in the 
startups they fund, some emphasize industry mentorship and 
collaborative workspace, and some support entrepreneurs with 
educational programming and access to potential investors. And some 
programs, of course, do all of the above.    
 
To make this catalogue of 121 entries easier to comb through, we’ve 
added icons to the top of each listing to help entrepreneurs quickly 
answer some of the key questions they might have about an incubator: 
whether it offers financial support, whether it takes an equity stake, 
whether it is affiliated with a university, and where it is located. (The 
icons are hopefully self-explanatory, but we've included a handy key to 
the left just in case.) 
 
We've also provided a state-by-state index of incubator programs, as 
well as one highlighting those programs that are seeking startups with 
specific tech specialties, such life sciences, cleantech, mobile, and 
even social innovation. And this year we found a few incubators 
focusing on specific demographic qualities in startup founders; there’s 
a program targeting women entrepreneurs, one for veterans, and one 
mentoring companies led by minorities in tech.   
 
The distribution of programs across the U.S. strongly reflects national 
trends in startup formation and venture funding: California is the clear 
winner with 40 incubators; New York and Massachusetts are vying for 
the runner-up spot; and Washington has a strong showing, too. In total, 
we found incubators matching our criteria in 31 different states and 
three Canadian provinces, including programs in places like Arkansas, 
Kansas, and Wisconsin—far beyond the classic innovation hubs.  
 
It all adds up to a startup ecosystem that is booming and complex—and 
difficult to navigate. Our hope is that the Xconomy Guide to Venture 
Incubators provides entrepreneurs and other innovation stakeholders a 
convenient, accessible, and comprehensive roadmap—and that it helps 
young ventures start out in the right direction. 
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Y Combinator  

HFEb  
WEBSITE: http://ycombinator.com/ 

LOCATION: Mountain View, CA 

FOUNDED: 2005 

TEAMS ACCEPTED PER YEAR: 80 

INVESTMENT/STIPEND: up to $20,000 ($11,000 plus $3,000 per founder), plus a separate $150,000 
convertible note from Start Fund 

EQUITY STAKE REQUIRED: 2 percent to 10 percent, usually 6 percent or 7 percent  

APPLICATION INFO: http://ycombinator.com/apply.html  

APPLICATION DEADLINE: March 2013, TBA 

PAST AND CURRENT COMPANIES: Dropbox, Airbnb, Justin.tv, Loopt, Heroku, Wufoo, Weebly, Scribd, Xobni, 
Posterous, and more 

SELF-DESCRIPTION: "In 2005, Y Combinator developed a new model of startup funding. Twice a year we 
invest a small amount of money (average $18k) in a large number of startups (currently 63). The startups 
move to Silicon Valley for 3 months, during which we work intensively with them to get the company into 
the best possible shape and refine their pitch to investors. Each cycle culminates in Demo Day, when the 
startups present to a large audience of investors. But YC doesn't end on Demo Day. We and the YC 
alumni network continue to help founders for the life of their company, and beyond." 

XCONOMY COVERAGE: 

http://www.xconomy.com/san-francisco/2012/03/28/the-most-interesting-y-combinator-winter-2012-
startups/ 

http://ycombinator.com/
http://ycombinator.com/apply.html
http://www.xconomy.com/san-francisco/2012/03/28/the-most-interesting-y-combinator-winter-2012-startups/
http://www.xconomy.com/san-francisco/2012/03/28/the-most-interesting-y-combinator-winter-2012-startups/


SAMPLE

 

 
© 2012 Xconomy, Inc. Reproduction in whole or in part in any form or medium without express written permission is prohibited. 

121 
 

Yale Entrepreneurial Institute Summer Fellowship  

HFEQ  
WEBSITE: http://yei.yale.edu/yei-summer-fellowship 

LOCATION: New Haven, CT 

FOUNDED: 2007 

TEAMS ACCEPTED PER YEAR: 12 

INVESTMENT/STIPEND: up to $20,000 grant 

EQUITY STAKE REQUIRED: none  

APPLICATION INFO: http://yei.yale.edu/about-summer-fellowship 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: January 2013 

PAST AND CURRENT COMPANIES: PaperG, YouRenew, Hadapt, Ancera, Mental Canvas, and more  

SELF DESCRIPTION: “The Yale Entrepreneurial Institute Summer Fellowship is a 10-week startup 
bootcamp for student entrepreneurs who have an idea for a scalable business venture. During the 
program, fellows will receive everything they need to bring their company from ideation to fruition, 
including: a grant of up to $20,000 per venture team; assignment of experienced mentors in their field 
of business; learning important practices and fundamentals through a rigorous business "bootcamp;" 
exposure to an ever-growing network of local entrepreneurs; corporate partners, and Yale alumni for 
guidance; critical feedback; and mentorship, and participation in and support of a community of 
entrepreneurial fellows that share ideas, experiences, and know-how. Since its inception in 2007, the 
program has promoted the creation, growth, and long-term success of over 52 viable, scalable new 
ventures stemming from Yale students' business ideas that have raised $45M in outside investment 
capital and created more than 185 new jobs." 

 
 

 

http://yei.yale.edu/yei-summer-fellowship
http://yei.yale.edu/about-summer-fellowship
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Z80 Labs 

HFEx  
WEBSITE: http://www.z80labs.com/ 

LOCATION: Buffalo, New York 

FOUNDED: 2012 

TEAMS ACCEPTED PER YEAR: varies; space can hold up to 60 entrepreneurs 

INVESTMENT/STIPEND: none; benefits include space, services, classes, and access to prospective investors 

EQUITY STAKE REQUIRED: 5 percent 

APPLICATION INFO: e-mail dan@z80labs.com 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: rolling; applications reviewed monthly 

PAST AND CURRENT COMPANIES: AppVue 

SELF-DESCRIPTION: "Z80 Labs is Buffalo’s first Internet-focused technology incubator, providing 
entrepreneurs the ability to build new and innovative tech companies in Buffalo, New York. Startups 
invited to locate in Z80 Labs are given a wide array of services including office space, tech support, 
collaboration tools, weekly education programs, specifically-assigned mentorship teams, access to the 
Z80 Speaker Series, amenities and infrastructure from local companies, as well as expert advice from 
renowned industry advisors. Z80 Labs is funded by Softbank Capital, with additional funding from SCP 
Incubator via a grant from New York State and ESD. Corporate support is being provided by The Buffalo 
News, Campus Labs, PC Business Solutions, and Synacor. Z80 Labs is located in The Buffalo News 
headquarters in downtown Buffalo." 

 

http://www.z80labs.com/
mailto:dan@z80labs.com
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